The Bible on Salvation

PAST      (Justification – saved from the penalty of sin)
[Jesus said] “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life.” If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart, one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior. [We] are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. There is … now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit.
John 5:24a; Romans 10:9-10; Titus 3:4-6; Romans 3:24; 5:1, 9; 8:1; Ephesians 1:13
PRESENT      (Sanctification – saved from the power of sin)
I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. Put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Philippians 1:6; Romans 6:11-14; Ephesians 4:22-24; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 2 Thessalonians 2:13b; 1 Thessalonians 5:23
FUTURE      (Glorification – saved from the presence of sin)
Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. Those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away. 
Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
Romans 5:9-10, 8:30; Phil 3:20-21; 1 John 3:2 Revelation 21:4; Jude 24-25  
Prepared by Steve Laube December 7, 2024
