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The tabernacle was a portable temple—a “tent of meeting™—within a movable courtyard
(Exodus 25-31; 35-40). It was constructed after the pattern that Yahweh revealed to Moses on
Mount Sinai, and was assembled in the desert as Moses led the Isaelites from Egypt to the
Promised Land. For an enlargement of the tent itelf, see p. 186. The tabemacle courtyard was
150 feet (46 m) long and 75 feet (23 m) wide, totaling 11,250 square feet (1,045 square meters).

The framed structure was covered by four
layers of cloth and skin (Ex. 26:1-14).

The Most Holy Place of the tabernacle tent
was a 15-foot (4.6-m) cube, containing
only the ark of the covenant (Ex. 25:10-22;
37:1-9). It was here that Yahweh would
descend to meet with his people in a cloud
theophany (divine appearance).

/

The entre tabemacle tent was 45 feet (14 m) long, 15 feet (4.6 m)
wide, and 15 feet (4.6 m) high. It was a wooden skeleta structure,
overlaid with gold, with no solid oof or front wall (Ex. 26:15-29).
Five wooden bars (overlaid with gold) passed through rings
attached to each frame (Ex. 26:26-30).
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The Holy Place of the tabernade tent was 30 feet

(9.1 m) long, 15 feet (4.6 m) wide, and 15 feet (4.6 m)
high. t housed the table (Ex. 25:23-30), the golden
lampstand (Ex. 25:31-40; 37:17-24), and the atar of
incense (Ex. 30:1-10; 37:25-29).

The bronze basin with s stand
was for ceremonial washings
(Ex. 30:17-21; 38:8).

The vel separating the Holy Place from the taberade
courtyard was simila to the vei separating the Holy
Place from the Most Holy Plece, except that cherubim
‘were not embroidered on it (Ex. 26:36-37). It hung
on five golden plars.
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‘The bronze altar, also known as the altar of burnt offering (Ex. 27:1-8;
38:1-7), was made from a hollow wooden box (7.5 feet/2.3 m long
and wide, and 4.5 feet/1.4 m high), overlaid with bronze. It had four
homs at ts comers. It was transported by means of two poles on its
Journey through the wilderness.

‘The 30-foot (9.1-m)-wide gated
entrance to the courtyard was covered
wWith a screen made from blue, purple,
and scarlet dyed yarns that were woven
‘with fine twined linen (Ex. 38:18-20).

The surrounding hangings (fine twined linen curtains connected to pillars
and stabilized by guy ropes and pegs) stood about 7.5 feet (2.3 ) high.
The 60 wooden pilars were overlaid with bronze, stood in copper sockets,
and had capitals overlaid with silver (Ex. 27:9-19; 38:9-17).




