Mark 11-12 – Matthew 21 – Luke 20-21        May 15, 2016 
The Lesson from the Withered Fig Tree
Mark 11:19-25 with Matt 21:19b-22 and Luke 21:37-38 
Mark 11:20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. 21 And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” 22 And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. 
Matthew 21:21 & Mark 11:23 And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ [but believes that what he says will come to pass MK] it will happen. 
Mark 11:24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received[c] it, and it will be yours. 25 And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”
The Authority of Jesus Challenged
Mark 11:27-33 with Matt 21:23-27 and Luke 20:1-8 
27 And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple [teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel LK], the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to him,28 and they said to him, “[Tell us LK] By what authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” 
29 Jesus said to them, “I will [also MT, LK] ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 30 Was the baptism of John from heaven or from man? Answer me.” 
31 And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’32 But shall we say, ‘From man’?”—they were afraid of the people [{who} will stone us to death LK], for they all held that John really was a prophet. 
33 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” 
And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”


The Parable of the Two Sons
Matt 21:28-32 
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go.31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.

The Parable of the Tenants (or Vineyard)
Matt 21:33-39 with Mark 12:2-5 and Luke 20:9-16 
33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country [for a long while LK]. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servant to the tenants to get [some of MK] his fruit. 
35 And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another [and sent him away empty-handed MK, LK]. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. [And so with many others: some they beat, and some they killed. MK] 37 [Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? LK] Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ [my beloved son LK] 
38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. [When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” LK]

40 When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
[bookmark: _GoBack]“‘The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord's doing,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes’?  (Psalm 118:22-23)
43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46 And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. [So they left him and went away. MK]






Some Greeks Seek Jesus
John 12:20-50 
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.
