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12 1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also 
lay aside every weight, 
and sin which clings so closely, and 
let us run with endurance 
        the race that is set before us, 
2 looking to Jesus, 
        the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
        who 
                for the joy that was set before him 
        endured the cross, 
                despising the shame, and 
                is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

	Themes  in Heb. 12:1-2
	  Plain Meaning

	Heritage
	  Others have endured before us; we are not alone

	Laying Aside Weight
	  Remove what hinders faith

	Besetting Sin
	  Avoid entanglements that end up in sin

	Endurance
	  Faith is sustained obedience over time

	The Race Set Before Us   
	  Each believer has a given path, chosen by God

	Looking to Jesus
	  Focus on what is most important

	Jesus as Perfecter
	  Faith begins and ends with Christ

	Joy Set Before Him
	  Future hope sustains present suffering

	Cross Before Crown
	  Obedience often involves hardship



