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1 8 Now we know that 
          the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9 understanding this, that 
          the law is not laid down for the just 
          but for 
               the lawless and disobedient, for 
               the ungodly and sinners, for 
               the unholy and profane, for 
               those who strike their fathers and mothers, for 
               murderers, 
           10 the sexually immoral, 
              men who practice homosexuality, 
              enslavers, 
              liars, 
              perjurers, and 
         whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, 
           11 in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God 
              with which I have been entrusted.
Paul’s Testimony
    12 I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, 
       because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13 though 
       formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. 
       But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 
   14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
            15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that 
                    Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 
                         of whom I am the foremost. 
            16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, 
                         as the foremost, 
                     Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience 
                        as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 





     17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Charge
18 This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, 
            in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, 
            that by them you may wage the good warfare, 
        19 holding faith and a good conscience. 
                By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith, 
                      20 among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, 
                         whom I have handed over to Satan 
                 that they may learn not to blaspheme.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
A Christian’s Equipment
By J. Hudson Taylor, Missionary to China. (I recommend reading Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret)

· A life yielded to God and controlled by His Spirit
· A restful trust in God for the supply of all needs
· A sympathetic spirit
· A willingness to take a lowly place
· Tact in dealing with people
· Adaptability toward circumstances
· Zeal in service
· Steadfastness in discouragement
· Love for communion with God and for the study of His word
· Some experience and blessing in the Lord's work at home
· A healthy body and vigorous mind

J. Hudson Taylor (1832–1905) was founder of the China Inland Mission. Converted as a young man in England, Taylor felt a deep calling to China and arrived there in 1854. His ministry was exhibited by radical dependence on God. He had a vision to send missionaries beyond the coastal cities into the inland provinces.
His life was shaped by profound struggles. He endured chronic illness (was paralyzed for six months due to a fall), financial uncertainty, and the dangers of civil unrest, including the Boxer Rebellion. Personal sorrow was a constant companion as he lost his first wife, Maria, and several of his children to illness while on the field. Despite these trials, Taylor pressed forward with quiet determination. Historian Ruth Tucker wrote, "No other missionary in the centuries since the Apostle Paul has had a wider vision and has carried out a more systematized plan of evangelizing a broad geographical area than Hudson Taylor."

