SEVEN HERETICS OF THE EARLY CHURCH 

	Who
	When
	Core Teaching
	Doctrinal Error
	Orthodox Christian Response

	Marcion
	144 AD
	Rejected the Old Testament. 
Taught that the God of the OT was different from the God revealed in Christ.
	Dualism: two gods (a lesser creator god and the supreme God of love). Rejection of OT and creation’s goodness.
	The church affirmed one God of both Old and New Testaments and the unity of Scripture. Marcion’s canon and theology were condemned.

	Montanus
	135–175 AD
	Claimed to be the promised Holy Spirit and promoted new prophetic revelations with strict rules for behavior.
	New revelation beyond Scripture, prophetic authority equal to God’s voice, and eventual Trinitarian distortions.
	The church affirmed that the apostolic revelation is complete and rejected Montanist claims of new authoritative revelation.

	Sabellius
	Early 3rd century
	Taught that Father, Son, and Spirit were simply different modes of one divine person.
	Modalism: denied real distinctions between the persons of the Trinity.
	The church affirmed one essence in three distinct persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

	Arius
	256–336 AD
	Taught that the Son was the first created being and not eternally divine.
	Denial of Christ’s full deity; “there was a time when the Son was not.”
	Condemned at the Council of Nicaea (325). The church affirmed Christ is eternally begotten, not made, fully God.

	Apollinaris 
	310–390 AD
	Taught that Christ had a human body but not a human mind or soul.
The Logos replaced the human spirit.
	Denial of Christ’s full humanity.
	Condemned at the Council of Constantinople (381). Orthodoxy affirmed Christ is fully God and fully man (body and soul).

	Nestorius
	Early 5th century
	Taught separation between Christ’s human and divine persons.
	Dividing Christ into two persons rather than one person with two natures.
	Condemned at the Council of Ephesus (431). 
Orthodoxy affirmed one person, two natures in Christ.

	Pelagius
	Early 5th century
	Denied original sin and taught humanity could achieve righteousness without divine grace (works).
	Human self-sufficiency in salvation. Denial of inherited sin and necessity of grace.
	Opposed by Augustine. 
Condemned at Council of Ephesus (431). 
The church affirmed original sin and salvation by grace.
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