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Fun FactsDifficulties for ascribing Pauline authorship
Vocabulary
175 different words in Pastorals not found elsewhere in NT.
Ecclesiology
Church government seems rather advanced for such a nascent time in church history
Doctrinal
Emphasis very pastoral and not doctrinal. Limited discussion of theology, unlike Paul’s other writings.
Historical
None of the historical allusions to the life of Paul and his associates can be found in the book of Acts or elsewhere in Pauline literature.


1 Timothy
Six chapters
113 verses
2,269 words (can be read out loud 16 minutes)
Titus
Three chapters
46 verses
921 words (can be read out loud in 7 minutes)
2 Timothy
Four chapters
83 verses
1,703 words (can be read out loud in 11 minutes)
Who 
Timothy
Titus
When
1 Timothy – 63 or 64 from Macedonia after release from Rome (after Acts 28)
Titus – around 63-64 perhaps from Corinth
2 Timothy – late 67 from Rome
Where, What, and Why
	Letter
	Primary setting in the text
	Main occasion/problem
	Dominant emphasis

	1 Tim
	Ephesus
	False teaching producing disorder (speculation, arrogance, greed), plus need for ordered worship/leadership
	Church as household; truth producing godliness

	Titus
	Crete
	Young churches needing order; false teachers; cultural corruption; need for public credibility
	Grace-trained ethics; good works “adorn” doctrine

	2 Tim
	Rome (prison) 
& Ephesus (Timothy’s location)
	Suffering, abandonment, opposition, persevering as the end approaches
	Endurance; guarding the deposit; Scripture’s sufficiency




Controversial passages in 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus (aka “third rail” issues)
	Passage
	Nature of controversy
	Main interpretive positions (summary)

	1 Tim 2:11–15
	Women teaching/exercising authority; 
meaning of “quiet”
“saved through childbearing”
	Complementarian: restricts women from authoritative teaching/authority over men in gathered church; grounded in creation/fall.  
Egalitarian / contextual: prohibition limited to particular false-teaching context or abusive “authority” sense; emphasizes broader NT patterns of women’s ministry (various arguments).  
For v.15, options include: 
persevering in faith through the vocation/suffering of childbearing; 
reference to the childbirth of Christ; 
or “saved” as kept/sustained rather than justified (multiple proposals). 

	1 Tim 3:1–7; Titus 1:5–9
	Who qualifies for elder/overseer; are terms interchangeable?
	Many evangelicals treat “elder/overseer/pastor” as one leadership office with shared qualifications, emphasis on character and teaching ability.  
Others stress distinct church-government structures (episcopal/presbyterian/congregational) while still honoring qualifications. 

	1 Tim 3:2, 12; Titus 1:6
	“Husband of one wife”
	Interpretation options include: 
(1) prohibition of polygamy
(2) moral fidelity (“one-woman man”)
(3) exclusion of divorced/remarried men
(4) debates about whether it excludes unmarried men 

	1 Tim 3:11
	“Their wives likewise…” or “Women likewise…”; deaconesses?
	Some interpret as “deacons’ wives”.  
Others see female deacons/deaconesses or women serving in diaconal roles; 
Some argue context supports women deacons without violating 1 Tim 2:12.  Some historical commentators explicitly mention deaconesses. 

	1 Tim 4:1–5
	“Some will depart from the faith”; doctrines of demons; salvation security debates
	Some read as evidence true believers can fall away
Others interpret as professing believers abandoning orthodox confession, sometimes implying they were never regenerate. 

	1 Tim 5:3–16
	“Widow” list: charity vs ecclesial order; remarriage counsel
	Interpreters debate whether Paul describes a formal enrolled order of widows or primarily guidelines for benevolence distribution; implications for church mercy ministries and family responsibility. 

	2 Tim 3:16–17
	Scope of “All Scripture”; doctrine of inspiration; OT vs OT+NT
	Evangelical consensus: Scripture is God-breathed, profitable, equipping the man of God. 
Debate sometimes concerns whether Paul primarily refers to OT writings in context, and how NT writings relate. 

	Titus 3:5
	“Washing of regeneration”: 
baptismal regeneration vs. sign/metaphor
	Some commentators read as baptism, often linking sacramental language to regeneration; many historical commentaries state this directly.  
Others argue Paul’s focus is spiritual cleansing by mercy through the Spirit, with “washing” as metaphor or baptism as sign without implying baptismal regeneration. 



