The Role of Women in the Church
Comparison Chart based on 1 Timothy 2:11–15

	Category
	Complementarian View
	Egalitarian View
	Key Tension / Question

	Main Idea
	Men and women are equal but have different roles.
	Men and women are equal and can do the same roles.
	Difference centers on roles—are they firmly established or flexible?

	Does Setting Matter?
	Paul presents a rule for all churches.
	Paul addresses a specific situation in Ephesus.
	Is this for all time, or just that situation?

	“To Teach”
Greek didaskein
	Teaching with authority to entire church is for male pastors or elders.
	Women can teach in all settings.
	What kind of teaching is Paul talking about?

	“Authority”
Greek authentein
	Refers to proper leadership in the church.
	Refers to harsh or wrong use of authority.
	The Greek word is rare, so meaning is debated.

	Creation order
(Genesis 2)
	Shows God’s design from the beginning.
	Used as an example, not a rule.
	How Paul uses Genesis is interpreted differently by both views.

	Silence in Church
	Respectful attitude, not total silence.
	Learning without disruption.
	Does “quiet” mean absolute silence?

	Leadership
	Pastors/elders are men. 
Clear, ordered leadership.
	Leadership open to men and women.
Shared leadership based on gifts.
	Church practice influenced by culture?


	Saved through Childbearing 
	Staying in faith through the role of motherhood. 
	Reassurance that procreation does not hinder salvation.
	Difficult verse to interpret. Both views agree, this is not teaching salvation by works.

	Galatians 3:28 “all one in Christ”
	Equal in salvation, not roles.
	Equal in both salvation and roles.
	How far does this verse apply?

	In Practice
	Defined roles in ministry.
	Various roles based on calling.
	Real-life applications are not consistent.

	Concerns
	May limit women’s gifts.
	May weaken clear Bible commands.
	Shaped by culture?
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