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The Role of Women in Church Ministry
A Biblical Position Paper 
written by Steve Laube for the Sojourners Class at Camelback Bible Church (CBC)

Introduction
The church of Jesus Christ seeks to order its life and ministry according to the authority of Holy Scripture. Questions about leadership in the church must therefore be answered by careful attention to what the Bible teaches rather than by contemporary cultural definitions or personal preference.
One of the clearest passages addressing the role of women in the church is 1 Timothy 2:11–15. In this text the Apostle Paul provides instruction for the gathered church concerning teaching and authority. When this passage is read alongside the rest of the New Testament, many conservative evangelical churches, including CBC, conclude that the office of elder or pastor is reserved for qualified men, while women participate in many significant ministries within the church, including the possibility of serving as deacons.
This document presents that biblical understanding.
The Authority of Scripture
We view the Bible as divinely inspired and the ultimate written authority (2 Timothy 3:16–17). Scripture shapes church beliefs, structure, and leadership. Thus, questions about church leadership should be asked with humility and Scriptural guidance. This document aims to follow God's direction for church faithfulness without restricting anyone's gifts.
The Teaching of 1 Timothy 2:11–15
In 1 Timothy 2:11–12 Paul writes: “Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet.” This passage contains two important affirmations.
First, Paul commands that women should learn. In the ancient world, women were often excluded from formal theological education. Yet Paul affirms that women are to be taught within the church. This instruction recognizes women as full participants in the life of discipleship and spiritual growth.
Second, Paul places a limitation on a particular kind of teaching and authority within the gathered church. He states that a woman is not to “teach or to exercise authority over a man.” These two activities are closely connected and refer to the authoritative teaching ministry of the church.
Paul then explains his reasoning: “For Adam was formed first, then Eve” (1 Timothy 2:13).
By appealing to the order of creation, Paul indicates that his instruction is not based on the surrounding culture but is grounded in the broader theological pattern of God’s design.
The Role of Elders and Pastors
The context of 1 Timothy indicates that Paul’s instructions relate to the qualifications for elders or pastors who are charged with teaching and protecting church doctrine (1 Timothy 3:1–7; Titus 1:9). Many churches interpret 1 Timothy 2:12 as applying specifically to the pastoral office, reserving regular preaching and authoritative teaching for qualified elders or pastors. For this reason, many evangelical churches, including CBC, limit this role to qualified men who meet the biblical standards of character and doctrine. 
This conviction does not arise from the belief that men are more valuable or spiritually capable than women. Scripture teaches that men and women are equally created in the image of God and share equally in salvation through Christ (Genesis 1:27; Galatians 3:28). Rather, the distinction concerns the roles and responsibilities within the ordered life of the church.
The Ministry of Women in the Church
Although the office of elder is reserved for men, the New Testament clearly affirms the vital ministry of women in the life of the church. Women played important roles in the ministry of Jesus and the early church. They supported the mission of the gospel, participated in prayer and worship, and contributed to the spiritual growth of other believers.
The New Testament also encourages women to teach and disciple other women (Titus 2:3–5). Women also serve the church through hospitality, counseling, discipleship, evangelism, prayer ministry, and various forms of leadership and service. The spiritual gifts given by the Holy Spirit are given for the building up of the entire body of Christ (Romans 12:4–8).
The Office of Deacon
Scripture identifies deacons as church servants who support practical ministry needs. Unlike elders, deacons do not govern or hold doctrinal authority, focusing instead on service within the congregation. Many churches, including CBC, interpret the New Testament as permitting both men and women to serve as deacons, referencing Romans 16:1 and 1 Timothy 3:11. Since the diaconate centers on service, qualified women are welcomed into this role.
Teaching, Authority, and the Pulpit
The central concern of 1 Timothy is the preservation of sound doctrine within the church. In this context, teaching and authority are closely linked. Because the pulpit ministry of the church involves authoritative instruction of the whole congregation, many churches believe that the regular preaching ministry in corporate worship should be carried out by qualified male pastors or elders. The elders as a whole are also responsible for overseeing the teaching ministries of the church to ensure that they remain faithful to Scripture.
Conclusion
The biblical model for the church upholds both the equality of men and women and distinct leadership roles. Based on 1 Timothy 2:11–15, only qualified men serve as elders or pastors, while women are encouraged to use their gifts in various ministries, including discipleship and service, and may serve as deacons in some churches. When these principles are followed with humility and love, both men and women contribute to the growth and mission of the church.
