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1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith 


        by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 


      2 through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, 


           3 who forbid marriage and 
             require abstinence from foods that God created to be received 
                  with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 


4 For everything created by God is good, and 


       nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 
           5 for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.





	Greek 
	ESV translation
	Meaning
	Significance in context

	ῥητῶς
rhētōs
	“expressly” (v.1)
	Explicitly, in plain words; (used only here in the NT).
	The Spirit speaks openly about teachers who work by deceit. 

	ἀφίστημι
aphistēmi
	“depart” (v.1)
	To stand away from, withdraw, fall away. 
Root of “apostasy.”
	A deliberate, willful defection from a position once held — not an accidental stumble.

	ἡ πίστις
hē pistis
	“the faith” (v.1)
	The objective body of Christian truth.
	What is being abandoned is the apostolic faith 
(see Jude 3), not merely a subjective feeling of belief.

	ὑπόκρισις
hypokrisis
	“insincerity” (v.2)
	Hypocrisy; the actor’s mask.
	The false teacher looks pious — a wolf in sheep’s clothing.

	καυστηριάζω
kaustēriazō
	“seared” (v.2)
	To cauterize / brand with a hot iron (→ “cautery”).
	(1) Conscience numb, feels no guilt; 
(2) branded as the owner’s property. 
Perfect tense: a past searing with lasting effect.

	συνείδησις
syneidēsis
	“conscience” (v.2)
	Lit. “co-knowledge”; 
the inner moral witness.
	Not indestructible — it can be dulled by repeated sin until it falls silent. 

	κωλύω / ἀπέχεσθαι
kōlyō / apechesthai
	“forbid” / “abstinence” (v.3)
	To hinder/prevent; 
to hold oneself off from.
	The twin prohibitions of marriage and food — 
a religion of works. Holiness sought by renunciation.

	κτίζω / κτίσμα
ktizō / ktisma
	“created” / “created thing” (vv.3–4)
	To create; 
that which is created.
	The forbidden things are God’s own handiwork — 
to reject the gift is to insult the Giver 

	καλός
kalos
	“good” (v.4)
	Good, beautiful, 
fit for its purpose.
	See Genesis 1:31. Physical creation is intrinsically good.

	εὐχαριστία
eucharistia
	“thanksgiving” (vv.3–4)
	Gratitude; 
giving of thanks 
(“Eucharist”).
	Grateful reception, not suspicious refusal.

	ἁγιάζω
hagiazō
	“made holy” (v.5)
	To set apart, consecrate as belonging to God.
	Prayer does not magically purify ‘unclean’ food; 
it connects the good gift to the Giver.

	λόγος θεοῦ
logos theou
	“word of God” (v.5)
	Scripture woven into thanksgiving at the table.
	Truth informs and shapes our gratitude; 
saying grace becomes a small act of theology.



