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Slavery
6 Let all who are under a yoke (zugos) as bondservants (doulos) 
regard their own masters (despotēs) as worthy of all honor (timē), 
so that the name of God and the teaching may not be reviled (blasphēmeō). 
2 Those who have believing masters must not be disrespectful (kataphroneō) 
on the ground that they are brothers; 
rather they must serve all the better 
since those who benefit (euergesia) by their good service are believers and beloved.



Greek Terms at a Glance
zugos — yoke; the weight of servitude
doulos — slave; also Paul’s self-title (slave of Christ)
despotēs — master; absolute ownership (aka “despot”)
timē — honor / worth / value (“all honor”)
blasphēmeō — to slander / revile
kataphroneō — to look down on / despise
euergesia — benefit / good deed 	



Cross-References for Quick Use
Parallel texts: Eph 6:5–9; Col 3:22–4:1; Titus 2:9–10; 1 Pet 2:18–25
OT background: Exod 20:2; Deut 15:12–15; 23:15–16; Lev 25:42–43
Seeds of abolition: Gal 3:28; 1 Cor 7:20–24; Philemon 15–17
Christ the servant: Mark 10:45; Phil 2:5–11; John 13:12–17



