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Election begins with God, not man. Scripture declares that believers were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4) and therefore should be holy and blameless before him. God chose us “according to the counsel of his will” (Ephesians 1:11). Salvation originates in the divine will of God, not in a foreknown faith or any foreknown obedience. Wayne Grudem explains further: “Election is an act of God before creation in which he chooses some people to be saved, not on account of any foreseen merit in them, but only because of his sovereign good pleasure.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, Second Edition (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2020), 818.] 

This doctrine has stirred controversy for those trying to square divine sovereignty and human responsibility. From whence does salvation originate? Yet its biblical foundation is unmistakable. Scripture commands all people everywhere to repent and believe. The gospel call is universal in its proclamation and powerful in application. The mystery of divine sovereignty and human responsibility is not a contradiction. God ordains not only the result of salvation but also its means.
Note how carefully the Bible holds these truths together, like two sides of the same coin. 
On the one hand, according to God’s sovereign pleasure, he has chosen some for everlasting life. Salvation rests upon God’s eternal purpose, and there it stands secure.
On the other hand, salvation also involves personal confession. Romans 10:9 says, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Still, Scripture consistently teaches that this response rests not on human merit but on divine mercy.
Augustine observed, “God does not choose us because we believe, but that we may believe, lest we should say that we first chose him.”[footnoteRef:2] If salvation ultimately depends upon human will, it remains fragile. “Those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified” (Romans 8:30). The chain is unbroken. What began in eternity ends in eternity. [2:  Augustine, On the Predestination of the Saints, quoted in Augustus H. Strong’s Systematic Theology, A Compendium (Westwood, New Jersey, Fleming H. Revell Company, 1907), 784.] 

To understand election is to understand that salvation is entirely of grace. From the beginning to final glory, it belongs to God alone. The believer rests not in his own faithfulness but in God’s eternal purpose. It is by grace we are saved through faith (Ephesians 2:8). As Thomas Watson writes, “We are not elected for holiness, but to holiness.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Thomas Watson, A Body of Divinity (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1958), 70. (Emphasis added)
] 

This doctrine calls for devotion and reverence. Scripture does not explain the mechanics of God’s decree. “The secret things belong to the LORD our God” (Deuteronomy 29:29). We are called to respond to the gospel, not to peer behind the curtain. “Great indeed is the mystery of godliness” (1 Timothy 3:16). The full revelation will come at the end of days; until then, the mystery of mysteries, God himself, governs history.

Let the Scriptures Speak

For many are called, but few are chosen. He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will. 
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. In order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls. So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. Who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began.
Jesus said, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day.” For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Matthew 22:14; Ephesians 1:4–5; Romans 8:29–30; Romans 9:11, 16; 2 Timothy 1:9; John 15:16; John 6:37; John 6:44; 
Ephesians 2:8-9
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