by Steve Laube
Grace

Grace is the unmerited favor of God toward those who deserve judgment. It is his saving goodness extended to the guilty, the helpless, and the spiritually dead. Its source lies in his own gracious character, from which mercy flows freely toward sinners without being influenced by human worthiness or obligated by human achievement. 
Before we loved him, he loved us. We only bring need, guilt, and empty hands. Grace fills what sin has emptied and supplies what righteousness requires (Ephesians 2:8–9; Romans 3:24). The gospel is not the story of sinners climbing upward by effort, but of God descending in mercy to rescue those who could never raise themselves. As Michael Horton wrote, “God does not give us the grace to save ourselves with his aid. He declares us righteous the moment we give up our own claims to righteousness and our own struggles for divine approval and recognize the sufficiency of Christ’s righteousness as our own.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Michael Horton, Putting Amazing Back into Grace: Embracing the Heart of the Gospel, rev. and updated ed. (Baker Books, 2011), 13.] 

This grace is concentrated in Jesus Christ. The eternal Son took flesh, obeyed the law, bore the curse, satisfied justice, rose in triumph, and now intercedes for his people. Grace is not vague kindness. In the incarnation, grace has a face, a body. “The Word became flesh… full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). In the cross, grace absorbs wrath. In the resurrection, grace triumphs over death. In the ascension, grace intercedes. Every stage of redemption is saturated with grace.
Grace is therefore both forgiving and transforming. It does not leave the sinner where it finds him. It teaches the believer to renounce ungodliness, to resist worldly desires, and to live with holiness in the present age. Grace never competes with obedience. It creates the desire and power for obedience. The Christian life is not a movement from grace into self-reliance, but a deeper dependence upon grace for every step of faithfulness (Titus 2:11–14; Philippians 2:12–13). Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “Grace is costly because it compels a person to submit to the yoke of Christ and follow him; it is grace because Jesus says: ‘My yoke is easy and my burden is light.’”[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship, trans. R. H. Fuller, with revisions by Irmgard Booth, 2nd ed. (Macmillan, 1959), 37.] 

Grace also reigns. Sin entered with tyranny, spreading guilt, corruption, and death. Grace enters with royal power, bringing righteousness, life, and hope. Where sin abounded, grace abounded more. This does not make sin small. It makes grace magnificent. The wound is deep, but the healing is deeper. The guilt is great, but the mercy is greater. The reign of grace does not merely pardon the rebellious, it makes them heirs of life (Romans 5:20–21; Titus 3:5–7).
Grace humbles. Grace transforms. Grace secures. Grace sustains. And grace will carry the believer home.




Let the Scriptures Speak

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 
Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight. For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age.
He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began.
Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 2:8–9; 2 Corinthians 8:9; Romans 5:20–21; Ephesians 1:7; Titus 2:11–12; Titus 3:5–7; 1 Corinthians 15:10; Hebrews 4:16; 2 Timothy 1:9; 1 Peter 1:13
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